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THE N,A.C.A. STALL 
By Captain Charles 


The trend in airplane design toward 
the monoplane type has given aviation 
arepenes which are much faster and of 
higher performance than the biplanes of 
yesterday. Nevertheless, certain of the 
monoplanes, particularly those of the 
low wing type, have inherent stall char- 
acteristics which may at times be dan- 
gerous, especially if the pilot inadver- 
tently causes the airplane te stall 
close to the ground. If the wing ti 
stalls before the major portion of the 
Wing, there is a tendency for the air- 
Plane to roll when the stall occurs. The 
unfortunate part of the wing tip stall 
is that loss of aileron control occurs 
and the pilot is entirely holpless to 
regain control before possible damage to 
the airplane may result. Wing ti 


stalls occur very suddenly, and there is | 


a distinct absence of that "certain 
feel" which the pilot experiences just 
prior to stalling in the biplane or high 
wing monoplane type. 

Flight tests have been in progress at 
Wright Field on a stall warning indica- 
tor developed by the National Advisor 
Committee for Aeronautics. These indi- 
cators which warn a pilot of the. ap- 
proach of the stalling condition in 
flight were installed for test purposes 
on North American BT~9 and BC-l air- 
planes. 

The operation of- the N.A.C.A. stall 
warning indicator is dependent on the 
angle of attack of the airplane instead 
of air speed, as have been previous 
Stall warning indicators. gle of at- 
tack operation results in a true indica- 
tion regardless of the airplane loading . 
condition, 

Near the leading edge of each wing, 
Well out towerd the tip, is mounteda__. 
pitot-static head. The pitot or dynamic 
Opening is so placed as to be near the 
Surface of the wing. Adjacent to it is 
located the static head. At the leading 
edge of the wing is mounted a sharp edge 
which causes a small portion of the wing 
to stall somewhat before the major por- 
tion, the shape cr thickness of the 
ot edge determining the margin of 
safety or the air speed differential be- 
tween the local stall of the pitot- 
static head and the actual stall of the 











WARNING INDICATOR 
A, Ross,Air Corps 


entire wing: Connected by tubes to the 
pitot-static heads are contacting de- 
vices which consist essentially of 
standard air epee bellows so arranged 
that their collapse closes contact 
pecnse attached to them. Current froma 
attery passing through the electrical 
circuit actuates relays which in turn 
operate some method of giving the pilot 
warning, such as a vibrator en_the rud- 
der pe 1, a horn or a signal light. It 
may be said that the air speed heads 
near the wing tips measure the flow of 
air over the surface of the wing. It 
has been found that the air flow over 
the wing is considerably higher than 
the indicated air speed of the airplane. 
When the angle of attack is increased 
to near the stalling point, the air 
flow over the wing decreases to zero 
with a very small decrease in the indi- 
cated air speed of the airplane. During 
an actual stall, an airspeed indicator 
connected to the stall warning device 
gives negative air speed readings, in- 
dicati that some air flow occurs from 
the trailing edge toward the leading 
— of the wing. — 
he amount of warning necessary befor: 

the actual stall of the airplane takes 
place unquestionably varies with each 
particular design of airplane. for ex- 
ample, with an airplane which is inher- 
ently stable longitudinally, the pilot 
does not need as early a warning of in- 
poneees stall as with an airplane which 

s unstable or which is eet oy, if $61] 
sitive to control in pitch. It is in- 
portant that the warn ng occur at a 
safe angle of attack before the stall, 
but the warning must. not be given too 
frequently at times when the pilot know: 
he is perfectly safe, or the warsing 
indication loses its value. Tests indi- 
cate that. a warning given approximately 
ten to fifteen miles above the actual 
stall for any flight condition, whether 
power off or on, flaps be or down, seem 

© be satisfactory. Rapid changes in 
acceleration, page the airplane 
wing loading, such as the "pull-out" 
from a dive, steep banks, and the en- 
countering of air bumps, will cause the 
warning s 1 to be given, even thoug! 


1 Se air speed of the airplane may be re 


V-7909, A.C. 














latively high. The rerbeny & however, is 
a true one since additicnal accelera- 
tions increase the angle of attack while 
the air specs remains high. 

The stall warning indicator will not 
Only permit an airplane to be flown with | 
& greater degree of safety, but also 
shows considerable promise as an aid to 


| 
| 


| may devote his attention entirely to the 
| Other instruments. 


The question has arisen as to whether 
or rot the installation of the edges 


| which produce tie local stall on each 


wing affect the flying characteristics 
of the airplane. The N.A.C.A, had made. 


| a full-scale wind tunnel study of an 


the pilot in the making of instrument | airplane with the indicator installed 
landings. If the glide path of -the air- | and with it removed, and found no appa- 

ogee 1s maintained in such a manner dur- rent difference in performance, One- 
ng an instrument approach that the | theory as to why there is no apparent 


warning signal, in just starti 
ate, is intermittently on and off, the 
pilot is relieved of the necessity of 
watching his air-speed indicator and 
---00 


SUPPLY ACTIVITIES AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


oh 


cores’ were issued by the Randol 
Field Air Corps Supply during the past 
year, according to a recent survey of 
that activity. A-tctal of 1,367 sets of 
equipment was handled, all of it going 
to the student officer classes and the 
Flying Cadets. 

Considerable activity in all phases of 
their work is reported by the Air Corps 
Supply. Gasoline consumption has in- 
creased almost fifty percent, as compar- 
ed with the similar period of last year, 
a total of 233,236 gallons being issued 
in Ree semes:. 1938, as compared with 
165,310 gallons issued in that month in 
the year 1937, 

The number of airplanes on hand also 
has increased more than fifty percent in 
the past year, 345 being carried en the 
bocks on October 1, 1938, as compared — 
with 201 on the same date last year. 


More than 1300 complete sets of f 


! 
LINK TRAINER INSTRUCTION 


Two enlisted men from each of the four | 


to oper- 
| 


' rear of the pitot-static heads. 


difference in performance is that the 
air flow effected by the edges returns 
to normal flow a short distance in the 


o--—— 


FIRE DESTROYS OLD-TIME BOMBER 


| 
| While mechanics were performing a 
welding job on one of the engines of a 
| Be4 air i which vas parked on the 

| hangar line at Kelly Field, Texas, on 

| November 18th, a sudden gust of wind 
_caught sparks from the welding equip- 
|ment and ignited the wing, which was 

| completely destroyed. The fabric on 

| the fuselage was also burned. The men. 
'on the line took steps promptly to ex- 

| tinguish the flames which threatened 

' the old-time Bomber ~ oue ef the last 

| two of ‘that type remaining in active 

| service at the Advanced Flying School, 
'and they had everything under control 

| when the station fire department arrived 
|a few seconds after the alarm was given. 
| Quick actior on the part of the fire 

| department personnel prevented further 

| damage and destruction of property and 
/pessible injury to personnel. 


ee 


LECTURES ON ENGINES BY CAPTAIN SMITH 


Captain George F. Smith, Air Corps, on 
duty at the Air Corps Materiel Division, 


School Squadrons of the Air Corps Advanc-| Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, arrived at 
ed Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, (Kelly Field, Texas, on November 20th, 
are undergoing a course of instruction on| and delivered lectures on the following 


the Link Instrument Trainer, which in- 
struction is being conducted by the l2th 
Air Base Squadron, The course includes 
Operation and maintenance, and when it 
is completed it will qualify the men re- 
ceiving the instruction to act as assis- 
tants to commissioned instructing person- 
nel whose duties include giving this im- 
por tant Phase of instruction to the 

arge classes of students at the Advanc- 
ed Flying School. 

At present there is a total of 176 
Students in Class 39-A undergoing in- 
struction at this school, this number 


| two days to the student body ef the pre- 
i'sent class undergoing instruction at the 
|Air Corps Advanced Flying School on 
'"Modern Engines and Equipment." The 
lectures, which were very interesting 
and informative, were attended by a 
large hy bog ha of the permanent 
personnel of Kelly Field. Captain Smith 
returned to his home station on Novem- 
ber 23rd. Pp 

_ —-~000--- 


Brigadier General Barton K, Yount, Air 
Corps, Assistant to the Chief of the Air 





including 4 Regular Army officers, 6 Corps, has been relieved from command of 
National Guard officers and 166 Flying the Air Corps Training Center and from 
Cadets, assignment and duty at Randolph Field, 
---000--- Texas, and assigned to duty in the 
oneaee 23 ae aa of the Air Corps, 
ashington, D.C. 
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DIVISIONAL ARTILLERY DEMONSTRATION 


An excellent: demonstration of the use of 
Divisional Artillery was the "show" put 
on by the Infantry School at Fort 
Benning, Ga., on the afternoon of Novem- 
ber 14th for the benefit of the students 
in the current class of the Air Corps 
~28Ct3Jcal School, 

The fast moving program of about two 
and one-half hours, in which the various 
types of artillery fire were demonstrat- 
ed, gave the students an excellent pic- 
ture to combine with the instruction 
which is being . imparted. in "Field Ar- 
tillery" by Lieut. Colonel Harold H., 
Ristine, Field Artillery. 

The entire class of 76 students made 
the flight to Fort Benning in the fore- 
noon and were given lunch at the Offi- 
cers' Club prior to the demonstration, . 
The faculty was represented by Colonel 
Millard F, Harmon,-Air Corps, Assistant 
Commandant; Lieut, Colonel Charles P. 
Halt, Infantry, Director of the Ground 
Arms Department; Lieut. Colonel Harold 
H, Ristine, Field Artillery; Major Alden 
H, Waitt, C.W.S., Chemical Warfare In- 
structor; and Lieut. Commander William 
H, Buracker, U.S.N., Naval Instructor. 

Due to the shortage of airplanes at 
Maxwell Field. it was necessary to se- 
cure the loan of a C-33 airplane from . 
Langley Field, Va., to assist in the — 
ferrying of the students. — ‘¥ 

This was the second of the annual Fort 
Benning demonstrations, and the third, — 
which shows the “Battalion in Attack," 
is scheduled for the afternoon of Decem- 
ber 2nd and will be a supplement to the 
Infantry course which has recently been ~ 
completed under the direction of Major 
Allison J, Barnett, Infantry. . 

Tentative arrangements have also been . 
made to send the class to Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, about December 9th, for a de- 
monstration of mechanized cavalry. This 
demonstration will be similar to the one 
which was initiated a year ago. It is 
planned to fly to Fort Knox on the morn- 

of December 9th, give the student 
officers an Gypor Saas to ride the va- 
rious types of equipment that afternoon 
and then witness a firing: demonstration 
by the combined mechanized units on the 
morning of December 10th. The return 
flight will be made either that after- 
noon or the following day, as desired by 
the individual pilots. At this writing 
Lieut. Colonel John C, Mullenix, Cavalry, 
with Captain Robert C. Oliver, Air Corps, 


&s pilot, are at present on a flight to 
Fort Knox to e5. ete the necessary de- 
tails for the flight and demonstration, 


PROGRESS OF INSTRUCTIGVAT TACTICAL SCHOOL 


Section B of the current class of stu- 
dents at the Air Corps Tactical School, 
Maxwell Field, Ala., were prevented by 


-3— 


| 





weather from completing gunnery practice 
at..the Eglin Field gunnery base at 
Valparaiso, Florida, on November 4th and 
5th, The Section flew to Valparaiso on 
November Grd, but..when very threatening 
weather blew in on Friday morning and 
was forecast to remain for at least two 
days, authority was given the commander 
to return the students at his discre- 
tion. The entire class returned the af- 
ternoon of jovember 4th. Operations at 
the ceery caum were conducted uncer 
the direction of Major Warren A.Maxwell, 
Air Corps, Post Operations Officer. The 
fall trips of the Sections to the gun- 
nery c are preliminary for the. entire 
week of instruction which is scheduled 
for next May. 

With the completion of courses in 
Combat Orders, Maps and radi s oay ye 
Combat Principles, Basic Tactical Func- 
tions of Air Force, Infantry and Field 
Artillery, the class has become well 
accustomed to the routine of instruc- 
tion and the fairly regular quizes and 
map problems. Many of the students are 
beginning to feel more at home now that 
instruction is being carried on in Ob- 
servation and Pursuit Aviation and Anti- 
aircraft Defense, these being the first 
of the Air Corps subjects in the curric- 
ulun, 

Classes were scheduled to close at 
10:20 a.m. on Wednes » November 23rd, 
for the annual Thanksgiving holiday, and 


were to be resumed the followi on- 
day. This break is appreciated by the 
students, having made plans to 


take short trips during this recess. 


FIRST PURSUIT GROUP ACTIVITIES 


On November leth, the 17th, 27th, 
94th and rege ona oe hangars at Self- 
ridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., were 
og cette in A-1 shape for an inspection 
of hangars by the Group Commander, Fol- 
lowing the hangar inspection, an aerial 
review was flown, with 44 planes taking 
to the air, going into formation and 
Passing a colorful review before the 
Group Commander, 

The 27th Pursuit Squadron has been in- 
dustriously pursuing considerable prac- . 
tice in ground gunnery at Camp Skeel, 
Oscoda, Micgigan, prior to actual ground 
gunnery, A series of discussions were 
held concerning the wachine 
sights, and various problems which were 
to be encountered with the P-35 air- 
planes, For most of the pilose in the 
Squadron this marked the first actual 
gunnery pin tegind and they were all 
ve well pleased with the results. ‘ 

e 94th Pursuit Squadron is receiv- 
ing some new P~36A Pursuit airplanes 


from the Curtiss airplane factory, and 
great pride in 
shi hariots." 


the — are t 
ning these new "Sky 
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Seariuted teva Aide ten Aviation" 

In these days of fast-moving historic 
events it is easy to overlook happenings | 
of far-reaching socio-political signifi- 
cance, The daily news reporter snatches 
bits of the stories of the hour but in 
the pressure of the routine news he is 
rarely able to portray impassively the 
broad import of the great changes taking 
place in the world today. ‘ 

Six months ago the Czechoslovakian 
crisis was merely a scheduled event for 
the future. The President of the United | 
States had his mind on many problems but | 
it could not be said that aviation or 
air defense was really one of then. 
Civil aviation was still being directed | 
by a single government bureau in a large 
federal department and commercial air 
transport was merely a nuisance factor | 
in two other large governmental agencies. 

But history moves fast these days. The | 
Czechoslovakian crisis brought bitter re 
alization to more than one Xuropean 
country that aerial force was the great- 
est single determining factor in the re- | 
latSonships of nations, Some have real- 
ized that for a long time, but it took 
this one crisis and the resulting shift 
in the balance cf power in Europe to 
drive home this one dominant new factor 
in the world's history. F 

Aviation in the United States has en- 
tered a new phase of its advancement and 
development. ‘The creation of the Civil 
Aeronautics Authosity was not born of a 
European crisis, but its creation and 
organization is now playing a vital part 
in this nation's national defense - and 
the key to national defense is air de- 
fense. 

Within six months all domestic civil 
aviation has been centralized in an in- 
dependent federal agency; within six 
months the White House has changed from 
an attitude of mild concern about avia- 
tion to an attitude of vitul concern; 
and within six months the military and 
naval aviation interests have become 
linked closely with commercial develop- 
ment, Within a short space of time the 
federal recognition of aviation has been 
raised from a minor to a major status. 

In the extensive plans for expansion 
ef our air defense, commercial aviation 
will benefit. The airways are to be com- 
pleted, the airport system strengthened, 
and pilots and mechanics are to be train- 
ed in large numbers. The vast machinery 
of building a great air force cannot be 
set in motion overnight; results will 
not come quickly. But it is clear that 
we are entering a new era of expansion 
on all fronts that will place aviation 
eut in the front. For the first time, 
really, aviation is getting a major at- 
tention in Washington, There has been 
much ballyhoo in the past about air de- 
fense and about the promotion of avia- 
tion, but the ballyhoo has exceeded by 
far the actual consideration these mat- 


ters were getti 
_ power in the capital. 


| clased in 


| hospitality of the 24th Purs 





_— of the Chief of the 


from the sources of 


The big news of today is that aviation 
is moving into high gear. -It is no 
longer a side issue, It is a matter of 
vital national and international eoncern. 


The airplane has made itself felt in 


many ways and a few nations had the fore- 
sight to see it as the one dominati 
weapon. As one airline president said 


in a recent advertising message: "The 


new era of aviation is-not coming, It 


- From AMERICAN. AVIATION, 


---000--— 


COLONEL WEIR DEPARTS FROM PANAMA 


| is here." 


Lieut. Colonel Benjamin G, Weir, for- 
merly commanding officer of Albrock 


| Field, sailed from the Panama Canal De- 
| partment on October 28th upon the ex- 


piration of his tour of duty there, Un- 
til his departure, Colonel Weir was Dx- 
ecutive Officer of the 19th Wing, and 
after a vacation at his camp in Maine 
he will proceed to March Field, Calif., 
for station, Ironically enough, 
Colonel Weir, wno has honored so many 
departing officers with aerial salvtes, 
was himself denied that honor when heavy 
rain. always unpredictable in Panama, 
ehind the take-off of the 
parading squadrons of Bombardment ani 
Attack planes, cutting them off from 
transport and field alike. Unable to 


| return home, the pilots beat the rain 


into Rio Hato by a scant margin, and 

there the crews were thrown upon the 

t Squad-~ 

s gunnery camp for the night. 
(eee O00 -— = 
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PANAMA PURSUITERS RETURN FROM 
AERTAL GUNNERY PRACTICE. 


The 24th Pursuit Squadron returned to 
Albrook Field, Panama Canal Zone, from 
the gunnery c at Rio Hato on the 
morning of October 3lst, after two weeks 
in the field. Despite an unusual amouni 
of rainfall, all events went through on 
schedule, and the entire program was 


completed. Upon their return they found 
some shiny P-26's in their hangar.- Santa 
Claus had come and gone! 


---0U0--— 


Colonel Rush B, Lincoln, Air Corps 
has been relieved from duty in the of- 


fice of the Chief of the Air Corps, 


Washington, D.C., and assigned to sta- 
tion at March Field, Riverside, Calif. 
Colonel Byron 3. Jones, Air Corps, 
has been relieved from duty as instruc- 

tor at the Army War College, Fort 
Humphreys, D.C., and assigned to the 
Panama Canal Department. 
Captain Alfred A. Kessler, Jr., Air 
Corps, stationed at Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, has been assigned to the 
ir Corps. 
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SIGNIFICANT AVIATION NEWS 


Under the heacing "White House Plans 
World's Greatest Air Force for U.S.," 
the semi-monthly publication AMERICAN 
AVIATION, for November 15th, states that 
"ost significant aviation news in many a 
moon is determination of the current 
Raaktingsnn administration to build for 
the United States the world's greatest 
air force, Coincidentally the plans 
will be a boon to all commercial avia- 
tion, We quote from AMERICAN AVIATION: 

"This new policy represents a conver- 
sion of President Roosevelt - a Big-Navy 
man - to airplanes as the greatest. 
single need for national defense, The 
Munich Conference was the predominating 
reason for the present concern in the 
White House for air defense, Two men - 
Col. Louis Johnson, Assistant Secretary 
of War, and the President's son, James, 
are credited with being the two most in- 
fluential persons in focusing the mind 
of the President on aviation. _ 

"Second most significant aviation news 


is the fact that Civil Aeronautics Autho- 
rity is being drawn into national defense 
clo 


plans ina se and intimate way. It 
appears clear that the United States 
will now follow the nucaeene method of 
coordinating civil aviation closely with 
the military and naval, “ 

"It was also learned that the Presi- 
dent had abolished the inter-department- 
al committee on aviation and is now re- 
lying solely on an wiofficial ‘air 
Cabinet' comprised of the Army, the Navy 
and the CAA. Other agencies such as the 
State Department are included but not on 
the same par. 

"With Louis Johnson as the ringleader 
and spokesman, conferences have 
been held within the past month, with 
the CAA represented each time, The next 
few months will see numerous important 
national defense plans announced, 


"The number of Army planes will be in- 


creased to a total estimated at 7,000 to 
10,000, according to unofficial reports. 
It is significant that the White House 
has laid stress upon the Arny » while 
nothing has been said about increasing 
the number cf Navy aircraft. 

"A program of training mechanics is to 


de undertaken at an early date, ey 


by the National Youth Administration 
with the aid of the Civil Aeronautics 
Authority. : 
"A broad tratatag Plan for ig - is 
in the wind with likelihood of federal 
aid or subsidy in some form. This sub- 
idy may take the form of ‘educational 


5 
grente, but the actual plan has not yet 


een completed. 
_ "Those who have visited at the White 
House recently indicate that national 
defense is uppermost in the President's 
Mind and that his chief interest is in 
the air force, To the industry this is 
encouraging news as the President has 
never been personally evid about avia- 


tion in any of its phases, The Europea 
| situation with its complete surrender cf 
Great Britain to the Fascist powers and 
consistent reports of Germany's saree 
air force, is the principal reason for 
the new interest by the White House in 
the air. . 

"Any program that will be undertaken 
will cf necessity be a long-term one, 
|The Air Corps and the industry well know 
that airplanes can't be built in a short 
time and that if a goal of. 7,000 craft 
is established, some years will be ne- 
cessary for fruition. But there is no 
F bop ae now that the administration is 

etermined to have an air defense: seconc 
to none in the world. 

"The national defense program will 
benefit every phase of civil aviation. 
Part of the program is the strengthenin 
of the air transport system, while othe: 
parts will be the training of pilots an 
mechanics and the improvement of air- 
ports. The airways system will be com- 
pleted at an early date. This will re- 
quire man pewer°and airplanes. But the 
coorcination of civil aeronautics with 
the military is a new step in the Amer- 
ican government and will tend to bring 
the civil phases into the sphere of in- 
fluence of the-military. 

"“Yashinzton was no little interested 
when the President, on Oct. 28, visited 
the Naval Air Station at Anacostia to 
see some of the new Navy airplanes, 
With him were Army and Navy officials 
and members of the CAA. 

"Chief attraction at Anacostia was the 
Navy's new $1,000,000 experimental 
long-r e bomber constructed by Conso}l- 
idated Aircraft Corp., San Diego, which 
had flown non-stop from San Diego in 13 
hours and 55 minutes. At the controls 
of the huge 25-ton boat was Lieut. Comd 
Andrew Crinkley, who has been conducting 
acceptance tests, With a crew of 15 
the flying boat is capable of flying 











i 4,000 miles without refueling. Without 
| landing gear equipment, tie boat flew 
| 


2,300 miles across land. 

"The Consolidated boat is powered wi ti 
four 14-cylinder Pratt & Whitney en- 
gines, Its wing span is 115 feet and it 
measures 23 feet 3 inches in height, The 
President also viewed other typos of 
planes and indicated that he will keep 
close watch on aviation in the future." 


Major George L. Usher, Air Corps, | 
Chief of the Personnel Division, Office 
of the Chief of the Air Corps, Washing- 
ton, D.C., was promoted to the grade cf 
Lieut. Colonel (temporary) from Novem- 
ver 20, 1938. 

Captain Edward A, Hillery, Air Corps, 
was promoted to the grade of Major (ten- 
porary) from November 21, 1938. 

Major Albert W. Stevens, Air Corps, 
for a number of zoers on duty at Wright 
Field, ton, Ohic, has been assigned 
to Hars. end Corps Area, Governors 
| Island, New York, for duty.. 
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ACTIVITIES IN HAWAIIAN DEPARTMENT 


23rd Bombardment Squadron -was engaged in 
fade Being set cooperative missions for 
the 


on predetermined courses, the B-18's of 
the Squadron gave the searchlight bat- 
teries good practice in tracking, 
lent radio contact enabled teth units to 
cooperate to the utmost. 
sions officers of the Coast Artillery 
Corps flew in the tracking planes to ob- 
serve the practice from the air. 

The News Letter Correspondent states 
that as a result of the missions, it is 


Corps and Coast Artillery personnel will 
have a better insight into the problem 
ef illuminating airplanes during night 
attacks. 

The 23rd Bombardment Squadron conduct- 
ed the terly Load Test on October 
28th with satisfactory results. <A per- 
formance flight involving the use of 
exygen, @ bombing attack, machine gun 
practice and a communications check were 
incorporated in the mission. 


ers by the 4th Reconnaissance Squadron 
with the Coast Artillery was on the pro- 


ations involving a series of day and 
night missions to develop and test 

methods of attack and defense. This 
Maneuver period was to be followed by 


two weeks of demolition bombing practice. 


The 31st Bombardment Squadron during 
the past two months limited its flying 
activities to the minimum requirements, 


devoting most of its energies to the con-' 


struction of temporary buildings for 
mess and recreational facilities. At 
this time all of the scheduled construc- 
tion is well under way, and the job ; 
should be completed during the month of 
December, provided the weather and the 
ge on hand permit. 
Hic Field is beginning to blossom 
forth with a new growth of bermuda grass 
which should tend to beautify the 
scenery to a considerable extent. 

With the assembly completed on four 
B-18 airplanes, the 50th Reconnaissance 
Squadron of Luke Field finally entered 
into select company with, as the News 
Letter Correspondent puts it, real 
"honest-to-gosh" airplanes to fly. Under 


' schedules daily in 
During the latter part of October, the 


th Coast Artillery (Anti-Aircraft). 
Flying at a high altitude without lights 


Excel- 


On several. mis-—- 


"Tent City" at ; 


72nd Bombardment Squadron, with heavy 
ombing and gunnery 
training, This training 1s well under 
way to being So 

m~—=—OY0-—— 


79TH SQUADRON'S FIRST MARINE DISASTER 


Lieut. "Skipper" Woolams, owner of an 
18-foot sailboat, while giving his crew 
a work-out on Cross Lake one windy af- 
ternoon in November, ran into difficul- 


ties with cross winds and the boat cap- 


sized in the middle of the lake. Lieuts. 
Chick and Marett began swimming tcward 
shore for help, while Lieuts. Ferguson 


S and Woolams upheld the tradition of the 
expected that in the future both the Air 


high seas and stayed with their ay: 
Later on in the evening, another boat- 
ing party, sighting the disabled sailin 


'craft, rescued the two mariners clingir 
desperately to its sides, also Lieut. 
'Marett, who was found about a hundred 
‘yards from shore ina een Seen eee 

| condition. 

| succeeded in reaching the mainland, af- 
| ter shedding the greater portion of his 
attire in the icy waters of the lake, 


Lieut. Chick had finally 


and was found struggling aleng toward 


| civilization eon ge hg legs, still in- 
| tent upon finding help. 


A strenuous two-week period of maneuv- | 


The News Letter Correspendent states 


that, although there is a marked lack 


'of enthusiasm on the subject of sailing 
gram for the month of November, the oper- 


among the junior cfficers of the 79th 


Pursuit Squadron, Barksdale Field, La., 
| Since, the above incident occurred, 


"we 
are nevertheless very proud of our true 
sons of the 'Briney deep.'" 


---000--- 


MORE MEDALS FOR LT. DENSFORD'S COLLECTION 


First Lieut. Charles F, Densford, Air 
Corps, returned to Kelly Field, Texas, 
'on November 9th, after establishing a 
|new world's record for .38 caliber re- 
'volvers in rapid firing at Savannah, 
Ga., as reported by the Kelly Field Cor- 
respondent in the previous issue of the 
Air Corps News Letter. 

Enroute to Kelly Field, Lieut. 
'Densford, who participated in the match- 
‘es held in that fairest of southern 
cities while on a routine navigation 
(training flight, was taken ill at Fort 
‘Benning, Ga., and put to bed at the Sta- 
'tion Hospital until he recovered suffi- 
ciently to fly his plane back to his 
jhome station. Upon reporting, he proud- 
‘ly displayed some eight medals he cap- 
tured at the meet and, above all, was 
\full of praise of the hospitality ex- 


the supervision of arts J.R, Anderson, tended him by the good people of 


Squadron Engineering 
ly was completed rapidly in spite of a 
Keystone environment, For the first 
time in several months, the Squadron is 
now able to carry out tactical flying. 


— eee 


October was a very busy month fer the L 


fficer, the assemb-|Savannah, who had charge of conducting 


\the South Atlantic Pistol Championship 
matches and which, according to Lieut, 
Densford, were a decided success. 
Meriting particular praise, according 
to Lieut, Densford, was Captain J. J. 
(continued on Page 11). 
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ACTIVITIES AT RANDOLPH FIELD, TEXAS 


The Primary Stage at Randolph Fiold, 
tho "West Point of the Air," startmeg the 
October class with 333 student pilots 
who weportes to the line for training, 
aas soiced almost one~half of the class- 
-00 to be exact - with the only accident 
deing a bent axle. With the class fly- 
ang time ge at nine hours, this 
standing, Sie Primacy 
standing, e Primary Stage reports 
ti.at two days have been oe rte to 
weather, 

Meanwhile, on the Basic side of the 
field, solcing the BT-9's is a thing of 
the past for the student pilots, It is 
a. that instrument training, as 
well as night flying, will be started in 
the near future in order that a portion 
of this work may be completed before the 
Christmas holidays. Praise continues to 
come in for the "eyebrow" slots recently 
installed on all Basic trainers at 
Randolph Field. (See cover page). 

Many Flying Cadets at Randolph Field 
financed their own college careers to 
obtain the necessary educational require- 
ments for admission, They have raised 
the necessary educational funds by vari- 
ous means, but few of them have been more 
unusual than the method employed by Cadet 
R.B, Boyce, 9f New York City, who gave up 
his own life's blood in order to fly for 
his country, Cadet Boyce replenished 


his exchequer by acting as a professional! 


blood donor. 


Firat Lieut. Frederic H, Miller, Jr., 
Air Corps, was detailed to duty with the 
Academic Department on November 1, 1938, 
Lieut. Miller is considered es ecially 
qualified for this detail in view of his 
educaticnal and military attainments, 
having graduatea from Purdue University 
with 1 B.S. degree in Electrical Ingin- 
eering in 1932, and frcm the Air coree 
Trainins Center in October, 1933. Since 
entering the Army as a Flying Cadet on 
October 8, 1932, with the exception of 
three days which intervened between de- 
tails to active duty while a Reserve of- 
ficer, Lieut. Miller's service with the 
Air coupe has been continuous, 

Captain Guy B, Henderson, Air Corps, 
ths Instructor in Air Navigation, has 
received orders to proceed to the Mater- 
lel Division, Wright Field, Dayton, — 
Ohio, and procure data on recently de- 
veloped instruments, which data will 
supplement the texts used in the naviga- 
tion course at the Primary Flying School. 

Telephones will be: installed at’ the, 
three outlying airdromes of the Primary 
Stage at ranpeie ts, Field, according to an 
approval recently received from the War 
Department, The three fields in use by 
the Rasic Stage will not be so equipped, 


scloes is considered out= 





] 


| Rights of way for these telephone lines 


have been tentatively secured from the 
numerous property owners. The installa- 
tion of telephones at these fields is 
deemed necessary in case of emergency, 
as well as for the handling of routine 
business during flying training. , 

Bexar County, Texas, State Highway 
Department; toe M-K-T Railroad, Texas 
and New Orleans Railroad, as. well as 
many private owmmers, all were. involved 
in the securing of the right of way by 
oy oe Field Quartermaster's 

ce. 


Model airplanes are all the rage in 
the Student Officers Detachment at 
Randolph Field. "Kits" are purchased 
with much regularity by the student 
pilots, who spend much of their spare 
time in the construction of the models. 
For the price of a dime, if one is 
lucky, after innumerable hourg of 
slivers, cement and general ¢gsing, a 


/real frlyi model is produceG, If, how- 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ever, as often happens, a "ergck-up" 
mars the initial flight, annther "kit" 
is purchased aud the task ig started all 
Over again, 

Captain Bernard A. Bridget, Air Corps, 
was assigned to the 52nd School Squad- 
ron and joined it on November 1, 1938, 
In addition to his duties as Basic Stage 
Commander, he was detailed as Squadron 
Adjutant. 

The second real Norther of the season 
swept down on Randolph Fieid on the af- 
ternoon of November 6th, when tne ther- 
mometer dropped 40 degrees in seven 


; hours, accordinz to the Post Weather 


| Station, A low of 28 was repsrted dur- 
ling the cold snap that sent all flying 

| personnel into winter equipment for the 
| second time, 

| Extensive research is being carried on 
| by the Post Weather Office personnel 

| concerning fog formation, @ research 
| covers the relationship of the tempera- 


, ture and dew-point of a wet or dry sur- 
, face on a cloudy or clear day. Two 

| Charts are being drawn up, ene showing 
| the temperature and dew-peint on a 
cloudy day with a wet or dry surface, 
/and the ether showing the are tar 
land dew-point on a dry day, with a wet 
(or ary surface. This is slow and tedi- 
'ous work, but it is believed that the 
‘results shown from these charts will be 
‘well worth the time and trouble. 


|. Lieut. Don Zimmerman, Post Weather 
Officer, and Private 1st Clase Spikes, 


, Student Forecaster in the Post Weather 
,Office, made an extended cross-cowitry 
flight to Patterson Field, Ohio, on of- 
'ficial business, ‘They pootoayrened va- 


since there are radio facilities thereat. | (Continued on Fage 8 
on] eo V-7909, A. C. 








HARMON TROPHY AWARDED 79th SQUADRON 


On November 12th, each member of the 
79th Pursuit Squadron, Barksdale Field, 
La., was very proud to receive the 
Harmon Efficiency Trophy, which is award 
ed each calendar year te the most effi- 
cient squadron at Barksdale Field on the 
following factors: Maintenance of air- 
planes; conduct of T,R. 440-40; comple- 
tion °f War Department (GHQ) Training 
Directive; maintenance of barracks and 
grounds; appearunce of personnel; air- 
Plane accidents; forced landings; effi- 
ciency of airplane maintenance; venereal 
rate and Court-Martial rate. 

This Trophy was awarded by the busi- 
ness men of Shreveport, La., in honor of 
Colonel Millard F, Harmon, former Com- 
manding Officer of the 20th Pursuit 
Group, and it was presented to Captain 
Thayer S. Olds, Commanding Officer of 
the 79th Pursuit Squadron, by Brigadier 
General Frederick L, Martin, Commanding 
the Third Wing, GHQ Air Force, in the 
absence of Major General Frank NM, 
Andrews, GHQ Air Force Commander, whs 
was unable to attend the presentation 
ceremonies as had — planned, 

~-—=—OU0 -—— 


INSIGNIA FOR 55TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 


For the first time since its incepticen 
as an active unit in November, 1925, the 
Squadron insignia of the 55th Pursuit 
Squadron greets the eye of the onlookers 
from the sides of its planes. 

The insignia as approved is described 
as follows; 

Ona yellow disk berdered in blue, 
pisces in saltire and interlaced with a 


lue annulet a winged arrow point up and 


winged sword point down, both black and 
that portion on the yellow border. The 
yellow disk and blue border represent 
the sun and sky, and the winged arrow 
the fast rate of climb of a plene start- 
ing into the sky, passing through the 
sun's rays and oper2 into the sky. The 
winged sword symbolized power and de- 
struction, and with the pcint. placed 
downward denotes the pursuit plane's 
method of launching an attack. The 
annulet interlaced with the sword and 
arrow produces a fret, which signifies 
unity. The colors are those of the Air 
Corps. 

As a result of an unsatisfactory re- 
port, the 55th Pursuit Squadron recently 
received authority to change squadron 
identification color from white to blue. 
This change was requested due to the 
fact that all new planes are aluminum in 
color, making the white nose cowlings 
show up very se¢ 55 | in contrast. Letter 
from the Chief wf the Materiel Division, 
dated November 12, 1938, states that 
Technical Order 07-1-1 is being revised 
to authorize the changes. — 


7?TH SQUADRON RECEIVES LUKE TROPHY 


The Frank Luke Memorial Award, which 
is presented annually to the Pursuit 
Squadron of the GHQ Air Foree with the 
- highest scoring average in aerial gun- 
-nery, was presented to the 77th Pursuit 
‘Squadron, cOth Pursuit Group, GHQ Air 

Force, stationed at Barksdale Field,La., 
on November 5, 1988, by Brigadier 
|General Frederick L, Martin, Commanding 
the Third Wing, GHQ Air Force, 

This is the second consecutive year 
'that the 77th Pursuit Squadron has won 
' this coveted honor, 

Congratulations are in order for 
|Lieut. Cecil P, Lessig, of the 77th Pur- 
| suit Squadron, winner of the Flournoy 
Harris Award, given in recogniticn of 

the highest individual gunnery score 
in the 20th Pursuit Group. 


ee Ge 


RECRUITING DRIVE FOR KELLY FIELD 


| 
| As a result of the intensive recruit- 
| ing drive made by the various recruiting 
|agencies at San Antonie and adjacent 

| cities and posts, all vacancies in tne 
enlisted ranks of Kelly Field, Texas, 
|have been filled. Kelly Field was al- 

| lotted an increase of 100 enlisted men 

| during the month of September, and all 

| vacancies were filled during the first 

| week of November, bringing the enlisted 
| strength of the Air Corps Advanced Fly- 
| ing School to 1079. Most of the men 
'who were enlisted and assigned to the 

| various organizations have been receiv- 
| ing recruit instruction, and as they 
|become qualified they are being turned 
to duty to help the man-sized job of 
maintaining the 156 various type air- 
planes rc; assigned to Kelly Field. 


~——000--- 


Randolph Field Activities 
‘(Continued from Fage 7) 





rious types of cloud formations enroute, 
mainly the type of cleuds found in the 
‘vicinity of a warm or cold front. Since 
cloud formations are a distinct advan*- 
'age to the forecaster, these photographs 
should be of great value to the Post 
Weather Office. 9 

---000--- 


During two weeks in November, the 
Transient Aircraft Hangar, llth Air 
Base, age gl, Field, Texas, serviced 
ro aw airplanes, including ene flight 
of six. 

The Aero Repair completed repairs on 
13 airplanes during this period, The 


ree of airplanes repaired were as 
ee vere: 4 BT-9's, 1 PT~3 and 8 
ef Ss . ’ 


---000-~-- 
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OBITUARIES 





A lamentable airplane accident at La 
Grange, Ga., on the night of November 
8th, exacted a toll of eight lives, the 
dead being: 

lst Lieut. James W. Stewart, Medical 
Corps, Randolph Field, Texas. 

end Lieut. Robert Kirkland Black, Air 
Corps, Mitchel Field, N.Y, 

end Lieut, John D, Madre, Air Reserve, 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. : 

end Lieut. Robert R, McKechnie, Air 
Reserve, Mitchel Field, N.Y, 

2nd Lieut. Allen M, Hewery, Air Re- 
serve, Mitchel “ield, N.Y. 


Staff Sergeant Harry T, Jones, Mitchel | 


oe i 
orporal Jerry E, Galloway, Hensle 
Field, Texas. sige , 

Private Joseph J, Nanartowich,- Mitchel 
Field, N.Y. 

Six of the eight men listed above were 
killed at the time of the crash, ‘The 
two who temporarily survived -the crash 
were Lieut. Madre and Private Nanarto- 
wich, The latter died in a hospital at 
La Grange shortly after he was teken 


there, and Lieut. Madre, also taken to a 


hospital at La Grange, died on the morn- 
es November 22nd, 

e Bombing plane, piloted by Lieut. 
Black, was enroute from Mitchel Field to 
Maxwell Field, Ala. The flight was of a 
routine nature. The trip was without in- 
cident until a wind and rain storm were 
encountered over Georgia. 

Majer Warren A. Maxwell, Air Corps, of 
Maxwell Field, Ala., stated that he ob- 
tained a description of tue crash from 
Private Nanartowich before he died, 

"We were following the lighted airway 
from Atlanta to Montgomery, flying under 
the overcast," Major Warren said the dy- 
ing man told him, "Without warning, we 
hit an air bump which dropped us between 
100 and 200 feet. Then we crashed into 
the tree tops. The ship broke into 
flames as it struck, Several of the in- 
jured were thrown about 150 feet from the 


wreckage, " 


Lieut. Stewart was born in New York 
City on January 26, 1909. He received 
his B.S, degree from the College of the 
City ef New York in 1931, and his M.D. 
degree frum Cornell University in 1935. 
He was commissioned a first lieutenant 
ica Medical Corps, U.S. Army, June 2, 

Lieut, Stewart greduated from the Army 
Medical School in 1937, and the Medicsl 
Field Service School, Carlisle, Pa., in 
~938, For several years he had been 
quite interested in aviation and had pro- 
gressed to guch an extent that he was 
granted a pilot's rating by tho U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Following the 
completion of his duties at Carlisle, he 

us assigned to the School of Aviation 
Medicine, Randolph Field, Texas, for the 


-9~ 
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course beginning July 15, 1938, and he 
was graduated from this institution on 
November 12, 1938, His last assignment 
was the Station Hospital, Randolph Fieli 
At the School of Aviation Medicine he 
was considered at outstanding student _ 
and was referred to in their estimete cf 
him as alart, gressive, very coopera- 
tive, conscientious, resourceful and di- 
ligent. 

He is survived by his mother and wife. 
In his death both the Medical professio: 
and the Army lost the services of a val- 
uable and stimulating member. ; 

Lieut, Black was born at Brooklyn, N.? 
June 7, 1907, After graduating from 
grammar school and high school, he at- 
tended the Sewanee Military Academy for 
one year and Amherst College for 235 
years. 

Appointed a flying cadet in the Army 
Air bores, he graduated from the Primar; 
Flyinz School, Brooks Field, Texas, June 
2S, 1328, and from the Advanced Flying 
Schocl, Kelly Field, Texas, October 20, 
1928. He specialized in Pursuit avia- 
tion. Rated as Airplane Pilot and ap- 
pointed a second lieutenant in the Air 
Reserve upon his graduation from Kelly 
Field, Lieut. Black was assigned to ex- 
tended active duty with the list Pursuit 
hts at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, 
Mich, 

At his own request, Lieut. Black was 
relieved from active duty on April 20, 
1929, in order to accept a position in 
commercial aviation as a flying instruc- 
tor, During the course of nis career iz. 
commercial aviation, he was a flying in- 
structor with the Chinese Army, and — 
later was employed as a pilot by a com- 
mercial aviation company in Manila, P,I. 
On several occasions he served short pe- 
riods of active duty with the Air Corps 
under his status as.a Keserve officer. 

While in Manila, Lieut. Black passed 
the examination for appointment in the 
Air Corps, Regular Army, and he was com- 
missioned a second lieutenant on October 
1, 1936, and assigned to duty at Mitchel 
Field, N.Y. He qualified as a Dead 
yemonteg Navigator with the GiQ Air 
force, 


2 


Lieuts. McKechnis, Howery and Madre, 
classmates at the Air Corps Training 
Center, graduated from the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, on 
October 5, 1938, when they were given 
the rating of "Airplane Pilot," commis- 
sioned second lieutenants in the Air 
Reserve, and assigned to extended ac- 
tive duty at Mitchel Field, N.Y. Lieut. 
McKechnie specialized in Pursuit Avia- 
tion, and Lieuts. Howery and Madre in 
Attack Aviation, 

Lieut. McKechnie, a native of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, where he was born on June 
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10, 1915, graduated from grammar school 
and high school in his native city and, 
prior to his appointment as a Flying 

Cadet in the Army Air Corps, was a stu- 


dent for two years in the college of me- 


chanical engineering, Ohio State Univer- 
sity. He is survived by his mother,Mrs. 
Elizabeth McKechnie, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
Lieut. Hewery was born at Russellville, 
Tenn,, November 13, 1910. He graduated 
from Morristown, Tenn., [igh School and 


| returned to omy 4 at Mitchel Field. He 
'is survived by his mother, Mrs. Ursula 
|Nanartowich, who resides at Highland 

| Falls, New York, 


The Air Corps extends its deep sympa- 
thy to the bereaved relatives of these 
officers and enlisted men who died in 

the service of Sonne | SOWENEY. 
——--—OU0 -—— 


| NEW HEADS OF AIR CORPS TACTICAL SCHOOL 


from the University of Tennessee, receiv- 


ing from the latter institution a BS de- 


io in Electrical Engineering. In civil 
ife he was employed as radio engineer 
by several broadcasting stations. He is 
survived by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis Bryant Howery, of Russellville, 
Tenn, 

Lieut. Madre, a native of Dresden, 
Tenn,, where he was born on October 16, 
1914, graduated from grammar school and 
high school, and in 1937 from the Uni- 
versity of Mississippi with a BA degree. 
He is survived by his mother, Mrs. Frank 
H. Rayhorn, residing in Memphis, Tenn. 


Staff Sergeant Harry T. Jones was born | 


on September 24, 1902, at Montrose, 


Calif. He enlisted in the Air Corps on 
ory 2, 1926, and was assigned to 
the 28th Bombardment Squadron, 4th Com- 


posite Group, at Nichols Field, P.I. 
Upon his return to the United States, he 
joined the llth Bombardment Squadron, 7th 
Bombardment Group, on May 20, 1929, at 
March Field, Calif., and on June 24, 
1932, he was transferred to the 32nd 
Bombardment Squadron at that field. Re- 
turning to the Philippines for another 
tour of foreign eervice, he joined the 
ord Pursuit Squadron at Clark Field on 
December 2, 1934, On July 3, 1937, he 
joined the 99th Boubardment Squadron 

at Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Sergeant Jones is survived by his 
widow, Mrs. Dawn E, Jones. 

Corpora!) sonny E. Galloway was born on 
December 7, 1915, at Sulphur Springs, 
Texas. He enlisted at Kelly Fieid, 
Texas, on February 27, 1936, and was as- 
signed to the Advanced 7s School De- 
tachment, On July 1, 1937, he was trans- 
ferred to the 3rd Weather Squadron, with 
station at Hensley Field, Dallas, Texas. 
He is survived by his father, Mr. J.C. 
Galloway, of Sulphur Springs, Texas. 

Private Josevh J, Nanartowich was born 
on July 19, 1914, at Hancock, Mich. He 
enlisted at Newburgh, N.Y., March 5, 
1937, and was assigned to Base Headquar- 
ters and Second Air Base Squadron, 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. Assigned as student 
at the Air Corps Technical School at 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, I1ll., he graduat- 
ed on July 15, 1938, from the Radio Re- 
pairers and Operators course, and then 


Two seasoned Air Corps executives, 
‘both of whom served overseas during the 
World War, recently assumed charge of 
'the Air Corps Tactical School at Maxwell 
Field, Ala. 

Colonel Millard F. Harmon, Jr., former 
Assistant Commandant, became the Com- 
| mandant, se Colonel John H, 
|Pirie, and Lieut. Colonel Donald Wilson, 

Director of the Department cf Air Tac- 
_tics and Strategy, became the Assistant 
| Commandant. 

Colonel Harmon recently completed a 
'tour ef duty in the Hawaiian Department. 
‘Prior to that time he commanded the 20th 
Pursuit Group at Barksdale Field, La. 
Lieut. Colonel Wilson has been at 
|Maxwell Field since August 15, 1936, 
|and was transferred to this post follow- 
'ing his graduation from the Command and 
|General Staff School, isrv Leavenworth, 
| Kansas. 
|. The assignment of Colonel Harmon as 
| Commandant relieved Colonel Pirie of 
| double duty, for he had been acting as 
the head of the Tactical School in aa- 
|dition to being chairman of the Air 
|Corps Board. 
| Colonel Harmon's military career dates 
|from his entrance to West Point and his 
| subsequent graduation therefrom in 1912, 
| when he became a second lieutenant of 
| Infantry. he was given assignments in 
|Minnescota, Kentucky, Texas and the 
|'Philippines. In 1915, while with the 
|27th Infantry, he was attached to the 
| Aviation Section, Signal Corps, to un- 

dergo flying training at the Signal 

| Carps Aviation School at San Diego, 
'Calif., from which he graduated in 1916. 
| ater he was attached to the First — 
|Aero Squadron with the Punitive Expedi- 
' tion into Mexico. In 1917, he was one 
‘of three U.S. Army officers to attend 

| French schools with a view to acquiring 
| knowledge of methods employed in France 
|for the training of aviation personnel. 
| During the World War, Colonel Harmon 
|was on duty in connection with the in- 
spection and laying out of landi 
fields and, in addition thereto, he per- 
formed various staff duties. For a 
brief time he commanded the First Air 
Depot, and later served as pilot with 
French Escadrille No. 65, For his ser- 


vice with this organization he was high- 
ly commended by the commander of the 
French Combat Squadron No, 2, who re- 
V-7909, A.C. 
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orted that he (Harmon) "insisted on 
aking part in all of the patrols of 
that Escadrille and had made, besides, 
many voluntary patrols, thus setting the 
best example of enthusiasm and scorn of 
danger." 

For his meritorious service overseas 
the French government awarded him the 
Croix de Guerre, with Star. 

After the war, Colonel Harmon served 
in many important positions, among them 
being thoseof Chief of the Flying Branch, 
Schools Section, Office of the Director 
of Military Aeronautics; Assistant Chief 
of the Training Section, in charge of 
heavier-than-air training; Commanding 
Officer of the First Provisional Wing, 
Mineola, L.I., New York; Conmmandi Of- 
ficer of France Field, Panama Cana 
Zone; Air Officer, Panama Canal Depart- 
ment; Commanding Officer of Bolling 
Field, D.C.; member of the War Depart- 
ment General Staff; _ instructor at 
the Command ana General Staff Scaool, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; Commandi 
Officer of the Primary Flying School at 
March Field, Calif.; Commanding Officer 
of the 20th Pursuit Group at Barksdale 
Field, La., and Commanding Officer of 
Luke Field, 1T,H. 

Colonel Harmon is a graduate of the 
Command and General Staff School and of 
the Army War College. 

Lieut. Colonel Wilson, a native of 
Hiner’ Hill, W, Va., became interested in 
aviation in his boyhood days. Some 
years before the war he became the cen- 
ter of interest in his community when he 
built a large biplane glider in which he 
made hundreds of flights. 
who needed no urging, were members of a 
Boy Scout troop, 


jattached to the 20th Company, Fourth 
‘Motor Mechanics Regiment, Air Service, 
las post adjutent. At Kettig, Germany, 
ihe was aerial observer for the 186th 
|Aero Squadron, 
| Honorably discharged from the service 
'in 1919, he reentered the Air Service 
| the following year, being commissioned a 
ifirst lieutenant on July lst and being 
Bae ayer to captain the same date. His 
\first assignment under his regular com- 
i:mission was as Acting Air Officer of the 
| Third Corps Area, Later, in 1920, he 
|was transferred to Post Field, Fort 
'$ill, Oklahoma, where he took a refresh- 
‘er course in aerial observation at the 
‘Field Artillery School of Fire, He 
‘served as instructor in the garrison 
| school at Fort Sill as well as in the 
'Air Corps Observation School at that 
ipost. 
i In the year 1922, Colonel Wilson com- 
Reeds: the course of instruction at the 
Air Service Primary and Advanced Flying 
Schools, and received the ratings of 
"Airplane Pilot" and "Airplane Observer. 
.At Kelly Field, Texas, he served as 
/ senior instructor, Department of Obser- 
‘vation, Advanced Flying School. He 
!'also commanded the 42nd School Squadron. 
From Kelly Field Colonel Wilson was 
| transferred to the Office of the Chief 
|of Air Service in 1924, In the years 
| 1927 and 1928 he was stationed in the 
| Philippines, commanding Flight B, end 
|Observation Squadron, iichols Field, 
|He was both instructor and student at. 
| the Air Corps Tactical School, when it 
-was located at Langley Field, Va., and 
‘later at Maxwell Field, Ala. He gradu- 


His assistants, ated from the Tactical School in 1931, 


‘and from the two-year course at the 
|Command and General Staff School, Fort 


After attending the Baltimore Pclytech-| Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1936. 


nic Institute for three years, Colonel 
Wilson, for six years thereafter, was 
engaged in oo data and making maps 
of all kinds used in railroad work, in- 
cluding surveying. In 1916 he enlisted 
in the Fifth Maryland National Guard 
Infantry, and served as corporal, ser- 


geant and supply sergeant until April 9, 


1917, when he was commissioned a second 
lieutenant. The following month he be- 
came a first lieutenant, In the same 
year he took a special course in aero- 
nautics at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. During the year 1916, 


Cal. Wilson saw service along the Mexican; some mighty nice cash awards, 


Border. When his regiment was mstered 
into the Federal service to serve in the 
World War, he went to Camp McClellan, 
Ala., and sailed for overseas duty in 
June, 1918, He served in the Vosges- 
Switzerland Sector; attended the school 
for tbe | officers at St. Maxient, 
France; the Field Artillery School at 
Camp DeDouge, France; served as aerial 
instructor at the Second Aviation In- 
struction Center at Tours, France, and 
later at the Aeronautical School, Cha- 
tillon Sur Seine, In addition, he was 


-ll- 


ema G ace 


More Medals for Lt. Densford (From p. 6) 





Clancy, of the Savannah Police Depart- 
‘ment, who contributed so much toward the 
‘success of the "shoot." 

| According to further AL gt some 14 
competitors were entered in the meet, 
‘representing to a great extent the cream 
lof the crop among the shootin' gentry. 
:Four new world's records were broken 
;during the three-day meet, and all win- 
jners received, in addition to medals, 

Wo tro- 
\phies were awarded, Lieut. Densford in- 
formed the Kelly Field Correspondent 

| that for the time being anywat he plans 
,on hanging up his shootin' irons, but 
looks forward to attending the pistol 
‘matches to be held next March in Tampa, 
‘Fla. All followers of the shooti 
isport at Kelly Field feel confident that 
|\Lieut. Deusford will mow ‘em down again, 
gs ven the opportunity, be it at Tampa, 
\Paducah, or what have you, 

---000-~— 


V-7599, A.C. 








NEW AIRPLANES FOR ALBROOK FIELD 


New equipment, long awaited, arrived 
at Albrook Field, Panama Canal Zone, on 
October 28th, aboard the U.S. Arny 
Transport LUDINGTON. In this shipment 
of airplanes were P-26A's and BC-l's. 
The new Pursuit planes will be divided 
between the 24th and 29th Pursuit Squad- 
rons, and it is expected they will be 
placed in service with the advent of the 
coming dry season. Two are being as- 
sembled by the 24th Pursuit Squadron, to 
be used at the aerial gunnery camp at 
Rio Hato, where the field remains in ex- 
cellent condition the year round. Two 
of the BC-l's will go to France Field, 
and the remaining number will be used by 


the two Pursuit Squadrons for instrument | 


flying training. 

Later advice received from Albrook 
Field is to the effect that the 
29th Pursuit Squadrons have commenced 
the assembly of the new P-26's and ex- 
pect to have them all ready late in 
December. The BC-l's are already in 
daily use. 4 

-—-—-0U0 -~-— 


SOLDIER MEDAL AWARD TO CORPORAL STONE 


Tre 18th Pursuit Group at Wheeler 
Field, Hawaii, held a presentation for- 
mation on November 4, 1938, at which 
Corporal Paul W. Stone, 6th Pursuit 
Squadron, was presented with the 
Soldier's Meda 
in; citation for heroism: 

Paul W. Stone (Army serial number 
6,240,215) Corporal, 6th Pursuit Squad- 
ron, Air pte United States Army. 
heroism displayed near Haleiwa, Oahu, 
Territory of Hawaii, on December 26, 
1937, en a civilian swimmer became 
exhausted 150 yards from shore and call- 
ed for help at about 11:90 A.M., Decem- 
ber 26, 1937, Corporal Stone with utter 
disregard for his own safety, immediate- 
ly swam to his rescue in squally weather 
in a rough and choppy sea against the 
tide, the ocean current and the river 
emptying in the sea, and reached the 
drowning man just as he was on the point 
of sinking. orporal Stone assisted the 
semi~conscious man to shore and there 
administered artificial sespiration, 
thereby saving his <a 

---000--~ 


RETIREMENTS 


Warrant Officer Wilburn C. Dodd, Air- 
Plane Pilot, last stationed at Mitchel 
Field, N.Y., was placed on the retired 
list on November Jath. 

Two Air Corps noncommissioned officers 
were placed on the retired list, effec- 
tive November 30, 1938, namely: First 
Sergeant Percy E. Guppy, Base Headquar- 
ters and 8th Air Base Squadron, Brooks 
Field, Texas, and Staff Sergeant Hugh J. 
Dutfy, Base Headquarters and 14th Air 





24th and. 


and received the follow- | 


For | 


Base Squadron, poh Field, D.C. 
tai) Qi inse 


WAR DEPARTMENT SPECIAL ORDERS 
Changes of Station 





To Hawaiian Department: lst Lieuts,. 
Donald H, Baxter, from March Field, 
Calif.; Richard T, Coiner, Jr., Mitchel 
Field, N.Y.; Herbert L. Grills, Barks- 
dale Field, La.; Charles W. Haas, 
Chanute Field, I1l. 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y.:; lst Lieut. 
Wm, M. Garland, from Panama Canal De- 
partment; lst “Lieut. Marvin S. Harding, 
from Hawaiian Department. 

To Washington, D.C.: Major Burton F. 
Lewis, trom Mitchel Field, N.Y., for 
observation and treatment at Walter 
Reed General Hospital. 

To Langley Field, Va.: I1st Lieuts. 
Edward W. Suarez and Archibald M. Kelly, 
from Hawaiian Department, the latter for 
duty with duty with 3rd Observation 
Squadron, 

To £acramento, Calif.: 














Major Edward 





'V. Harbeck, Jr., from San Diego,Calif., 


for duty as Air Corps Technical Super- 

visor, 

ACTIVS DUTY FOR AIR RESERVE OFFICERS 
end Lieut. Christopher Otho Moffett, 


of Fordyce, Texas, to Kelly Field, 


' Texas, to November 6, 1941, 

2nd Lieut. Edward Farmer Tindall, of 
| Maryville, Mo., to Barksdale Field, La., 
| to November 13, 1941. 

2nd Lieut. Hlton Lewis McCune, Air 
Reserve, Dallas, Texas, to Hamilton 
| Field, Calif., to November 29, 1941. 

Active duty of lst Lieut. Fred 
Nathaniel Ward, of £1 Paso, Texas, now 
stationed at Kelly Field, Texas, extend- 
ed to November 15, 1939. 

Second Lieut. Wm. S. Crocker, Jr., 
Corps of Engineers, has been relieved 
from assignment and duty at the Air 
Corps Training Center, Randolph Field, 
| Texas, and assigned to the lst Cavalry 
| Division, with station at Fort McIntosh, 
| Texas. 


---000-~— 
LOST AND FOUND 


An Air Corps officer wrote to 
tion which he recently visited, 
ing that his coat and gloves he left be- 
|i hind be forwarded to him, When the 
package arrived he found it to contain 4 
coat and a pair of gloves similar to his 
own, but much smaller, and which another 
officer was evidently missing. He would 
like to forward the clothing to thse 
rightful owner, but has no way of knew- 
ing who that individual is. The Air 
| Corps Materiel Division suggests the in- 
| auguration in the News Letter of a "Losi 
and Found". column, believing proper ty 
could be recouped through such a column, 
This will be done, but it remains for 





a sta- 
request-— 


| 


| the Air Corps stations to cooperate. 
1l2- V-7909, A.C. 


























OF INTEREST TO ARMY AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHERS 





The above photograph appeared on page 54 of the 
December issue of POPULAR AVIATION, and the com 
ment below it speaks for itself, viz: 


"Yes, this is actually an Army Air Corps photo- 
- Gone is the typical Army pose of the ship 
fl monotonously level; static against its 
und. Nor is this Seversky fighter 3,000 
feet from the camera plane. In other words, Army 
officials finally have discovered what British 
aviation photo rs have been a on 
for years! dramatic, close-up aer shots - and 
always with plenty of action. As we understand 
it, there ig some sort of ban on the photograph- 
ing of Air Corps ships like the B-17 any posi- 
tion other than rewel flight. ‘whe public might 
think pilots careless.’ Funny; even the 
biggest ps mist bank to turn." 

On Page 60 of POPULAR AVIATION, devoted to 
letters to the editor from its readers, the fol- 
lowing appears! 
"British Photography 
Sirs? 

-ee-eT om di 


at the quality of some of the 
articles printed 


your magazine. In your t- 
ember issue you published a photograph of a well- 
known type of British fighter and, underneath, an 
article saying that the R.A.F. was ‘forcing’ the 
public to pay attention to it by having such 
photos taken.....I thought you Americans were sup- 
posed to be good at action photos..... Also if, as 
you boast, you have the best photographic equip- 





ment in the world, why don't you use it and 
produce something worth looking at? I believe 
you are just jealous of your British conten 


orary, Flight. eeee 
J P.G.G. Clarke." 


‘Buenos Aires, 
South America 

Photographically "cee POPULAR AVIATION 
has been jealous of Flight for some time. In 


fact, most of the ent photo of 
British aircraft used in POPULAR ION has 
been taken by Flight photo » Air 
photographers ti U.S. Army and Havy do 


have the finest equipment, actually are too 
lazy to make the most of a good thing. Lately, 
however,Army Air Corps pee have taken 
on @ promising amount of sparkle. For latest 
evidence of that, see the photograph on page 
54. This picture, however, is not typical of 
Air Corps photo sections. It is one of uny 
fine efforts on the part of Major George W. 
ag te & Agee. ae ae 
@ bit of orig % to tos. r 
Corps officers in + bw sertheony names “0 are 
striving to better the public relations of 
the Amy largely because that branch of tae 
service is the ‘underdog’ with the current 
administration. U.S. Navy photographers, 
meanwhile, probably produce the rest re- 
sults of any photo ers POP AVIATION 
bas come in contact with, including the mst 
inexperienced box-camera amateurs. - Ed." 





